
Workshop Program 

Towards a Comparative Study of Clientelistic Politics: Forms, Evolution and Consequences 

Thursday – Friday, June 15-16, 2017 
KITLV (Royal Netherlands Institute for Southeast Asia and Caribbean studies) 

Leiden University, Netherlands 
 

Venue: Room no. C 1.02, Oude Sterrewacht (Leiden Observatory), Leiden University 

Kaiserstraat 63 | Sterrenwachtlaan 11, 2311 GP Leiden 

 
Day 1: Thursday, 15th June 

 

Time Panel Theme Author & Paper Title Discussant 

10:00 – 10:15  
 
 

Opening 
session 

Welcome note by Gerry van Klinken, 
(KITLV) 

 

 Introduction to the workshop 
Ward Berenschot (KITLV) 

 

10:15 - 11:00  
The comparative study of clientelistic 
politics: the state of the field 

Herbert Kitschelt (Duke University) 

Chair: 
Gerry van 
Klinken 
(KITLV) 

11:00 – 12:15  
 
Comparative 
perspectives 

Studying Patronage Democracies: Towards a 
comparative framework 
Ward Berenschot (KITLV) 

 
 
 
Jack Corbett 
(University of 
Southampton) 

 Patronage without Partisanship: Electoral 
Clientelism in the Phillippines with a 
comparative lens 

Allen Hicken (University of Michigan) 
12:15-13:30 Lunch Break (at Sterrewacht cafeteria) 

13:30 – 15:00  
 
 
 
 
Networks and 
Brokers 

The Caribbean: Personal Networks and 
Winner take-all politics 

Wouter Veenendaal (Leiden University) 

 
 
 
 
Linda Beck 
(Maine University) 

 Indonesia: State-Centred Clientelism 
Edward Aspinall (Australian National 
University) 

 India: A comparative study of Broker 
Networks in Mumbai and Bihar 
Sarthak Bagchi (Leiden University) and 
Joop de Wit (Erasmus University) 

15:00 – 15:15 Coffee Break 

15:15 – 16:30  
 
 
 

Resources 

The Pacific Islands: Gifts, Service and personal 
networks 
Jack Corbett (University of Southampton) 

 
 
 

Meredith Weiss 
(University of 
Albany) 

  Northeast Brazil: Anti-poverty programs,  
 street-level bureaucrats and community leaders 
Martijn Koster (Radboud University)            
Flavio Eiro de Oliveira (Radboud Univ.) 

 India (Bihar): Money, Votes and Regional 
Political Economy 

Jeffrey Witsoe (Union College, NewYork) 
 
17:00 – 19:00 

Boat trip in the Leiden Canals 
(From the jetty at Blauwpoortsbrug, Leiden City Centre) 



Conference Dinner from 19:00 at 

Day 2: Friday, 16th June 

Time Panel Theme Author & Paper Title Discussant 

9:30 – 11:00  
 
Explaining 
Varieties of 
Clientelism 

Analytical Perspectives on Varieties of 
Clientelism 
Herebet Kitschelt (Duke University) 
and Kerem Yildirim (Koç University) 

 
 
 
Jeffrey  Witsoe 
(Union College, New 
York) 

 Sub-Saharan Africa: The Trials and 
Tribulations of Transition from Neo- 
Patrimonialism 

Linda Beck (University of Maine) 
11:00 -11:15 Coffee Break 

11:15 – 12:45  
 
Patterns of 
discretionary 
control 

Nigeria: Oil, Political fragmentation, and 
uncertainty in a bifurcated democracy 
David Erhardt (Leiden University) 

 
 
 
Martin Koster 
(Radboud University) 

 Malaysia: Parties, Personalities and a 
Tangled resource web 

Meredith Weiss (University of Albany) 
 Turkey: Party dominance and the 

construction of consent 

Kerem Yildirim ( Koç University) 
12:45 – 14:00 Lunch Break 

(at Hortus Botanicus, Leiden University Faculty Building) 

14:00 – 15:15 Towards a 
comparative 
framework? 

Reflections on similarities and differences 
Gerry van Klinken (KITLV) and Allen 
Hicken (University of Michigan) 

 

15:15 – 15:45 Looking back 
and looking 
ahead 

Wrapping up and next steps  

 


