
MORAL 
POLITICS OF 
NATIONHOOD 

ALMOST TWENTY YEARS AFTER THE START OF REFORMASI, THE DEMOCRATIC REFORMS THAT FOLLOWED
THE STEPPING DOWN OF THE AUTHORITARIAN PRESIDENT SUHARTO, INDONESIA FACES A RAPIDLY
SHRINKING SPACE FOR RELIGIOUS DIVERSITY, SEXUAL DIFFERENCE, AND CRITICAL SOCIAL MOVEMENTS.
THE MORALITY OF NATIONHOOD, EPITOMIZED BY INDONESIA’S NATIONAL SLOGAN OF ‘UNITY IN DIVERSITY’,
HISTORICALLY REFERS TO A RESPECT FOR DIFFERENCE WITHIN THE PRINCIPLE OF INCLUSION. AT THE
MOMENT, HOWEVER, DIVERSITY IS INCREASINGLY BECOMING A SCAPEGOAT FOR POLITICAL AND SOCIAL
EVILS. THE ANTI-LGBT MOVEMENT, THE CRIMINALIZATION OF SOCIAL MOVEMENTS AND THE RELIGIOUS
FATWA AGAINST LIBERALISM, SECULARISM AND RELIGIOUS MINORITY GROUPS ARE RECENT EXAMPLES OF
SOCIAL AND POLITICAL EXCLUSION FOR THE SAKE OF ‘SAVING THE NATION’ OR FOR ‘PURIFYING RELIGION’.
IN ORDER TO UNDERSTAND THESE DYNAMICS, WE WILL EXAMINE THE ISSUE OF MORAL POLITICS AND THE
PROCESS OF EXCLUSION IN INDONESIA BY ORGANIZING A 2-DAY WORKSHOP INVOLVING ACADEMICS AND
ACTIVISTS FROM BOTH INDONESIA AND THE NETHERLANDS, AND BEYOND. QUESTIONS THAT THE
WORKSHOP WILL ADDRESS INCLUDE: HOW CAN WE ANALYZE AND ATTEMPT TO UNDERSTAND THE
CURRENT RISE OF SEXUAL, POLITICAL AND RELIGIOUS OTHERING? WHICH GROUPS ARE INVOLVED IN THESE
POLITICS OF EXCLUSION AND BOUNDARY-MAKING? HOW HAS THIS CHANGED IN TIME AND SPACE? WHICH
GROUPS ARE TARGETED, INCLUDED AND EXCLUDED IN THE PROCESS? HOW DOES THE INTERSECTIONALITY
OF GENDER, CLASS, RELIGION AND ETHNICITY PLAY A ROLE IN SUCH PROCESSES OF OTHERING? WHAT ARE
THE STRATEGIES OF THE EXCLUDED GROUPS TO RESIST OR SURVIVE THESE TOP-DOWN EFFORTS OF
STIGMATIZING THEM? WHAT ARE THE IMPLICATIONS OF THESE PROCESSES FOR INDONESIA’S DEMOCRATIC
FUTURE? 
 
 TO REGISTER, PLEASE SEND AN EMAIL TO ANNEMARIE SAMUELS (A.SAMUELS@FSW.LEIDENUNIV.NL)  
 
THE WORKSHOP IS MADE POSSIBLE WITH FINANCIAL SUPPORT OF THE LEIDEN UNIVERSITY ASIAN
MODERNITIES AND TRADITIONS CLUSTER AND THE MARIE-SKŁODOWSKA CURIE ACTIONS. 


